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 THE RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION  
                                              SHREWSBURY GROUP 

          

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday 8th November 2017: 19:00 at The Trinity Centre, Meole Brace, Shrewsbury 

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

 
1.      Welcoming remarks:  

• Housekeeping issues: toilets and fire exits, request to complete attendance list, reference to 
papers published on the website. 

• A warm welcome was extended to our invited guest, Peter Carr, Chair Shropshire Area Chair, 
and Alan Evans, a group member whose presentation on travelling in Peru took place after the 
supper of Peruvian dishes. 
 

          Present:  46 members (see signature sheet attached) 
 

          Apologies for absence:  John Malam, Val Malam, Doug Davies, Val Davies, Roger Ford,  
                                                    Wendy Ford, Bill Hodges, Jean Lamont, Alison Stones, Jane Bright,  
                                                    Sue Roberts, Tony Jones 
 
2.      Minutes of the last meeting: 

 
         It was proposed that the distributed minutes of the last AGM 16/11/16 be accepted as a true record. 
         Proposed: Amanda Hartley-Newton, seconded by Graham Baker.    

 
     3.      Matters arising: none. 
 
     4.      Officers’ Reports: These were posted on the group website for one week before the meeting and  
                                              shown on screen as they were introduced. The Chairman: John Newnham 
                                              suggested that members who wanted to ask questions which were not covered in a 
                                              report should speak to the relevant officer during the supper break. 
                                             These reports were: 
 

• Chairman: John Newnham 

• Secretary: Kath Bristow 

• Publicity: Amanda Hartley-Newton 

• Website: Neville Hubbard 

• Special Projects: Audrey Menhinick 

• Programme Secretary: Di Higgs 

• Membership Secretary: Rebecca Barker 
                                         

      Additionally, the Treasurer, Mick Gadd presented his report formally. He thanked  
                                              Audrey Menhinick, Peter Greeve and Rob Lea for their work on particular  
                                              sections of the accounts (Walks Books/Events/P3). 
                                              He went through the group’s income, expenditure (surplus £832) and assets and  
                                              informed the meeting that in respect of our stock of the 20 Walks guidebooks he 
                                              had reduced the notional value per book from £2.90 to £2.20 as almost all the  
                                              books are now sold in shops than direct to members.   
                                              He added 2 slides which showed how the group’s membership fees of £13,388 
                                              were spent by Ramblers nationally. The group’s standard allocation is £468.38,  
                                              and we receive donations from Ramblers Worldwide Holidays where members who  
                                              had taken holidays with them identified Shrewsbury as their preferred beneficiary. 
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                                              The motion to adopt this report was proposed by Neville Hubbard and seconded  
                                              by Paul Barker and passed unanimously. The meeting thanked the Auditor, Tom  
                                              Gutman who agreed to continue in that position next year, and Mick Gadd for his  
                                              work as Treasurer. 
                                              The P3 Report was presented by Peter Knight as a PPT with photographs. 
                                              He explained that ‘P3’ referred to Parish Paths Partnerships, of which there are 42  
                                              throughout Shropshire. Shrewsbury’s is the only group to cover such a large area.  
                                              We have 16 volunteers (12 of whom work regularly) who deal with problems  
                                              reported to Shropshire Council which prioritises the jobs. Recently much of the  
                                              work has been around Craven Arms and Much Wenlock. This year…. 

• 45 work parties (3-4 per month), 1395 volunteer hours, travelled 4550 
miles 

• 26 new stiles (11 in 2016) 

• 27 metal gates(49in 2016) 

• 1 pedestrian gate 

• 10 bridges 

• 42 waymark posts 

• 540 metres of undergrowth cleared 

• Mini P3 groups do small jobs on the 20 Walks…. 
 

                                        The meeting thanked Peter and his ream for a very impressive record! 
                                               
5.          Election of Officers 
 

The Chairman introduced this item by thanking the 2017 committee for all their hard work. Almost   
everyone is a serving officer and they have accomplished a lot this year. He welcomed Neville Hubbard 
who was co-opted during the year to take over the role of Website Manager. 
At this point he withdrew from the Chair for the election of a chair for 2018. John Newnham was 
proposed by Athos Micheli and seconded by Phil Barnes and elected unopposed. 
 
All the committee members except Phil Barnes (Footpath Secretary) and Bill Hodges were prepared to 
serve in 2018 and were re-elected en bloc.  

• Chairman: John Newnham  

• Vice Chairman: Graham Baker  

• Treasurer: Mick Gadd 

• Secretary: Kath Bristow  

• Self-funding Activities: Peter Greeve 

• Footpath Secretary: vacant 

• Programme Secretary:  Di Higgs 

• Publicity Secretary: Amanda Hartley-Newton 

• Membership Secretary: Rebecca Barker 

• Website manager: Neville Hubbard 

• Special Projects: Audrey Menhinick 

• Peter Knight (P3) 
      
       The Chair thanked Phil Barnes and Bill Hodges for everything they had done and reminded the  
       meeting that additional members are always welcome to bring their talents to serve the committee. 
 
6.    Shropshire Area Representative: Peter Carr 
       Peter began by congratulating the group on the work we are all doing to increase membership and  
       provide a range of walks and other activities. 
       He then gave a short presentation on the theme of ‘One Rambler’. He covered 

• the 4 charitable objectives of Ramblers 

• the 10 year vision of the general Council 

• the challenges that face us 

• the membership (33% active group members overlapped by 25% volunteers, 50% supporters) 
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7.   A.O.B. 
       John Newnham asked for Group approval for a motion he had worded, to be ultimately debated at next 
       year’s General Council. The motion as carried nem con, is as follows: 
 
       ‘50 years have elapsed since the Countryside Act was passed imposing an obligation on local 
       authorities to signpost public paths at roadside junctions. We might wish to congratulate the few 

authorities who have completed this task. Those who haven’t should be urged to do so in a campaign to 
be instigated by the trustees at the request of this Council’. 

 
        
 
 
The formal part of the meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
 
 
 

Signed:……………………………………………  Date:……………………………. 
 
 
 
          John Newnham, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
Ramblers’ Year 2017: Social Evening and Presentations 
 
 

1. Hot Supper 
 

A Peruvian hot supper of Secco de Pollo and a vegetarian equivalent accompanied by wine and soft 
drinks was enjoyed by all. Donations were collected towards the cost of the food and drink – thank 
you. 
 
A slide show of photographs of members walking long-distance paths was shown during the supper. 
 

2. The Chair introduced a group member, Alan Evans, who gave us a very interesting presentation 
entitled ‘There’s More to Peru than Macchu Pichu’. There were amazing photographs and an 
illuminating commentary.  
The meeting thanked Alan and applauded. 
 
 
The Chairman paid tribute to everyone involved in making the evening a success and thanked 
members for attending the meeting which closed at 9.30pm. 
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